


to the inn, and the village and the
inn grew up together here at rail’s
end. After the Boca Grande Cause-
way opened in 1958, tourism took
over as the island’s main industry.

Today, a stately train depot is a
mini-destination for shopping or
snacking, and the track bed is now
a car-wide bicycle trail that runs
the length of the 7-mile-long island.

Rent a golf cart or bicycles at
Gasparilla Inn Adventures and head
for the Historic Port Boca Grande
Lighthouse & Museum at Gasparilla
Island State Park, where the 1890s
lighthouse has been restored to
working order. Exhibits relate the
island’s history, from its original
Native American and Spanish resi-
dents and explorers, to its role in
both commercial and recreational
fishing. This year, Gasparilla Inn
hired Certified Master Chef Peter
Timmins, who'd wowed everyone
for the last three years at the inn's
annual wine weekend (the next one
is Jan. 15-17, 2010).

In the main dining room, Chef
Timmins' menu includes roasted
free-range chicken with fava beans
and a pressed terrine of chicken
and foie gras. Fish and seasonal
produce are a centerpiece of his
creations. For dessert, save room
for white asparagus ice cream.

Have lunch at an inn favorite,
The Pink Elephant, or “The Pink”
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as everyone calls it. Order Chef
Michael Katz's smoked brisket
sandwich, or the pumpkin-seed-
crusted black grouper.

The public is urged to come
enjoy The Pink.

Get there by water, or fly in.
Although Gasparilla Island is in Lee
County, it's typically a 90-minute-
to-2-hour car commute from any
part of the county. You won't need
a car; island transport is by golf
cart, bicycle or your own flip-
flopped feet.

If time is precious (and isn't it
always?), make your dock-to-dock
getaway with pilot Mark Futch in
his Maule M7.

“From the Fort Myers Yacht Basin
to Gasparilla Inn, it's a 15-minute
flight,” says Futch, owner of Boca
Grande Seaplane and a third-gener-
ation tarpon fishing guide.

You'll love the bird's-eye view, of
our gorgeous subtropical landscape,
but then, snap, you're there, just
like that. Now it's time to enjoy the
rest of your stay.
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