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Gasparilla Inn
&Club
) >  . 2  |  n  . lpoc4 qrdh4e, flonla

Claim to fame: One of the largest surviving
h.s to r ic  resor t  ho te ls  ia  the  s ta te ,  Gaspar i l la
Inn  & C lub  ep i tomizes  o ld - t ime F lo r ida .
Unti l  recently i t  had never advert ised, but
lhe 'esort has been freq-ented by eve"y
swell  from Henry Ford to the Rockefel lers.
Then and now: The gleamirg prooeriy
recerrly rnade i t  through a top to botLon
re'reshnent by West Palm BeacA design
firm Kemble lnteriors.The 

,]40 
rooms, suites,

and cottages are invit ingly decorated in
c . i so  coo l  ro lo .s  lhp  Rear l  C l "b  has  a
spa,  beauty  sa lon ,  and casua l  d in  ng  'oon.

Restaurant redux: The splasby green
and white Main Dining Room offers such
1 1 " ^  1 .  ^ ^ r l r ^  - t '  . t ^ A  ^ . 1 1  a r a t t n c r  d r ' z _O  C  O )  P U I O t W - L l U ) t C U  I U L O I  9  v u p L r  u '  4

zled with lobster sauce, and herbed rack
of lamb with boursin-rosemary polenta.
When to go: Tbe inn opens October 22
and closes )une27. (A few cottages are
avai able for rent in summer.) Rooms from
52a5;80A/996 1913 or gaspari l lainn.com {D
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In the state.
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Claim to fame: 5urrounded by water on three sides and overlooking pretty beaches,
the Black Point Inn sprawls along Prout 's Neck south of Port land. lmmortal ized by
Winslow Homer, whose studio was steps away, the rocky peninsula and i ts beloved
hoste ry have been a summer destination since 

' l  
B7B.

Then and now: Removing two unsightly, l950s motel l ike wings and rehabbing al l
accom'nooar ions  have brought  the  25  roon bu i 'd  ng  bac l .  to  i t s  o ' ig  na l  beauty .
Restaurant redux: Two refreshed dining rooms include The Point, which is white
tablecloth forma for dlnner, and the Chart Room on the "sunset side" for more casual
meals. The c assic coastal fare includes fresh local f ish and lobster, as well  as berr ies
picked on a nearby farm. Don't miss the peekytoe crab and homemade chowders.
Shore bets: Save an hourforthe breathtaking Cli f f  Walkabove the sea. Stop by Homer's
studio, picnic at Ferry State Park, play golf,  or grab a rocker and watch boats scutt le by.
When to go: Open from Mother's Day weekend through late October. Rooms from

5250 per person ( includes breakfast and dinner); 207/BB3 2500 or blackpoint inn.com

La Valencia
La Jolla, Caffornia
Claim to fame: Local architecL Reginald
Johnson integrated the f ine elements of
Snan sh  areh i -c . t r  rc  in  rhc  11619 l '5

Mediterranean design, and the place
became a  l " ideour  [o ,g l  t te r ing  s rars  f rom
Greta Garbo to Groucho Marx,
Then and now: A recent refreshment has
updated a |  1 l3 rooms, suites, and vi l las.
Restaurant redux: Note the beauti ful ly
restored mural in the Whaling Bar, and
sample l ight fare ln The Medlterranean
Room and Tropical Patio. ln the Sky Room,
l ight Cali forr;a cu s,ne is serveo at just 10
tables with lBO degree Pacif ic views.
Shore bets: Explore the town's tempting
boutiques, art gal ler ies, and restaurants.
Black's Beach is best for strol l ing, while
Windansea Beach is great for surf ing.
When to go: Whenever you canl Weather's
mostly wonderful year-round. Rooms from
527 5; 800/ 451 -0772 or avalencia.co'n
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